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Vox Holloway Annual General Meeting   
29 January 2013, 7:30 pm, St. Luke’s Church, Hillmarton Road, London N7 9RE 
 
Members in attendance: 
Beatrice Addo 
Janette Ballard 
Polly Barker 
Sarah Bennison 
Tim Bushe 
Justin Butcher 
Glenys Canham 
Deirdre Cartwright 
Tom Cartwright 
Iain Cathcart 
Marion Chadwick 
Fay Clark 
Ginny Cooper 
Jamie Dance 
Susan Davey 
Susi Drake 

Perpetual Emovon 
Susan Fox 
Karen Gledhill 
Barbara Grender-Jones 
Kathy Grimes 
Natasha Gomperts 
Janet Henfrey 
Jörn Janssen 
Rachel Kelly 
Elizabeth King 
Louise Lyon 
Martin McEnery 
Elizabeth McHale 
Amy McGibbon 
Isobel Mitchell 
Sam Murphy 

Dan Northam Jones 
Kim Oliver 
Jean O’Reilly 
Ruth Peacock 
Anna Skalski 
Ruth Skinner 
Matthew Smith 
Nicolette Spera 
Franky Stephenson 
Kate Summerside 
Amanda Taylor 
Isabel Thompson 
Jo Tunnard 
Ben Woolford 
Philip Woods 
Tricia Zipfel

 
 
Opening remarks and introductions 
Ruth Peacock (RP) opened the meeting by announcing that Vox Holloway (VH) became a 
registered charity on 16 January.  She introduced the new membership scheme and 
explained that only members would be allowed to vote at the AGM.   
 
The minutes of the November 2012 EGM and January 2012 AGM were accepted with one 
change to correct the spelling of a committee member’s name. 
 
RP introduced the trustees of the charity, who also form the VH Committee:  Ruth Peacock 
(Chair – elected), Dan Northam Jones (Treasurer – elected), Jean O’Reilly (Secretary – 
elected), Justin Butcher (Artistic Director and Committee Member – elected), Franky 
Stephenson (Committee Member – elected), Janette Ballard (Committee Member – co-
opted), and Vicki Thornton (Committee Member – co-opted, absent from AGM).  RP also 
introduced Harvey Brough (patron and composer), who often sits in on committee meetings 
but is not a trustee.  RP reviewed the history of VH from its formation in 2009. 
 
Artistic Director’s report 
Justin Butcher explained the philosophy behind VH and its commitment to fundraising, 
encouraging amateur singers, inclusiveness, and the performance of non-traditional choral 
works.  He reviewed the concerts for the previous year, including Lost & Found, the 
Cloudesley performance, Thecla, and At the Turning of the Year, and explained plans 
currently under discussion for future concerts. 
 
Treasurer’s report 
Dan Northam Jones (DNJ) offered the 2012 accounts to the membership for approval and 
reviewed in detail the choir’s income, expenditure, and sponsorship over the past 12 months.  
He announced that VH had, since its inception, raised a total of £37,000 for charity.  He also 
thanked Janette Ballard for her work in finding sponsorship for concerts.  Janette Ballard 
explained that Tricia Zipfel also worked on sponsorship, and she stated that despite VH’s 
current healthy financial status, most concerts operate on a break-even basis and so VH will 
continue to rely heavily upon members’ subscriptions and ticket sales to stay solvent.  
Glenys Canham inquired about the drop in income from carolling from 2011 to 2012; DNJ 
explained that in 2012 we sang carols once at a pub instead of twice, earlier in the evening, 
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and later in the season, all of which resulted in a smaller audience and lower donations. 
Tricia Zipfel stated that she was glad payments to musicians had increased from 2011 to 
2012 and she hoped we would continue to try to pay guest musicians as close to the going 
rate as we can afford. 
 
The 2012 accounts were accepted without change. 
 
Election of committee members 
RP explained that, this being the first AGM following the November 2012 EGM at which we 
adopted our new constitution, three of the five elected members of the VH committee were 
required by that new constitution to step down.  Jean O’Reilly, Dan Northam Jones, and 
Franky Stephenson were therefore stepping down.  All three were also standing unopposed 
for re-election to their current posts.  Perpetual Emovon proposed Jean O’Reilly as 
secretary, seconded by Fay Clark.  Jean O’Reilly was elected to that post unanimously.  
Beatrice Addo proposed Dan Northam Jones as treasurer, seconded by Glenys Canham.  
Dan Northam Jones was elected to that post unanimously.  Beatrice Addo proposed Franky 
Stephenson as committee member, seconded by Amanda Taylor.  Franky Stephenson was 
elected to that post unanimously. 
 
Committee report on use of auction funds 
RP explained that income from the November 2012 auction has produced a surplus for VH, 
and she invited suggestions from members for how to use the funds.  RP said the trustees, 
who are responsible for overseeing the spending of these funds, had already discussed 
three options in keeping with VH’s mission:  maintain a fund to reduce financial risk on each 
concert, run singing workshops (for VH singers and/or as outreach work), and increase fees 
to musicians to more consistently meet standard rates of pay.   
 
Suggestions from VH members included: 

1. Hold a social event for the choir to promote friendship among singers 
2. Organise singing workshops for VH singers 
3. Pay contracted musicians better  
4. Organise singing workshops as outreach for socially excluded people, 

especially people with mental health problems  
5. Commission a new work from a young composer  
6. Organise a mentoring program within the choir, so inexperienced singers can 

learn from their more experienced peers  
 
There was a discussion about singing workshops.  Elizabeth McHale asked who would lead 
the workshops, and Harvey Brough said we would probably bring in outside trainers for both 
singing and sight reading.  Tricia Zipfel said a weekend workshop might get more people 
involved and thus enable us to split into separate voices.  Perpetual Emovon said a 
workshop on learning by ear might be of more use to singers who did not read music.  Suzie 
Pearson said that partially subsidised workshops might be better than fully subsidised 
workshops because VH would reach more people with less money and participants would 
get high-value instruction at a comparatively low cost. 
 
Any other business 
Justin Butcher and Janette Ballard announced that the spring 2013 fundraising concert will 
be dedicated to raising funds for Not for Sale’s work in Amsterdam, which provides to 
survivors of exploitation both training in culinary arts and catering and employment as chefs 
to prepare meals for delivery to individual women working in brothels.  Janette said choir 
members would receive guidance for setting up fundraising web pages to meet VH’s 
requirements as a registered charity.  RP closed the meeting at 8:40 pm. 


